Dipole Inspection
By Don Steinbach, AE6PM

Lou (WABQYS), Gerry (N6SWC), Ned (AC6YY) and | unrolled the dipole antennas that we use
for Field Day while we were in the park for the picnic on August 15. Our plan was to measure the
lengths, check for symmetry and make repairs. The connections to the balun for the 40/80 meter
dipole were determined to be suspect and the balun itself looked like it could stand to be replaced
after many years of service.

| took the balun home with me to saw it open and see what was inside. It turns out that it was in
good condition internally (see the photo).

The coil is 9 trifilar turns of #14 enameled wire on a piece of 1" pvc pipe. The outer shell is a
piece of 1-1/2" pvc with slip caps. Three eyebolts and a SO-239 connector make up the
remainder of the unit. The two eyebolts on the right side of the photo show the solder buildup
from previous repairs as well as some rust. We cut the dipole wires away from the balun at those
locations. Refurbishment is in order.




